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MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 
Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Mental Health) [12.06 pm]: I rise today to talk about the recent 
McGowan government announcement of a further $24.4 million for mental health services at Fremantle Hospital. 
This funding is on top of the McGowan government allocation in the 2019–20 state budget. This 40-bed mental 
health development will significantly increase the number of mental health inpatient beds at Fremantle Hospital, 
from the existing 64 beds to 104 beds, and will transform Fremantle Hospital into a key mental health hub in 
the southern suburbs. The inpatient services provided through the new secure unit will complement existing 
community-based mental health services, which is a key platform of the McGowan government. Preliminary work 
on developing the unit is set to commence shortly, with the unit expected to open in 2023. These inpatient beds 
will complement the community mental health services we have in Western Australia. 

There has been a significant increase in investment in community services. Last year, the McGowan government 
provided nearly $526 million in total to mental health and alcohol and other drug community services. This was 
a more than 10 per cent increase since 2016–17. Earlier this year, the Premier and I opened the Bunbury community 
mental health step-up, step-down service. Richmond Wellbeing has been contracted to operate this service. 
Richmond Wellbeing is an example of a great community organisation that is assisting people across Western Australia. 
The McGowan government provides Richmond Wellbeing with about $14.62 million in annual funding for a range 
of mental health services across the Perth metropolitan, Peel, south west and great southern regions, including 
130 supported accommodation beds, group support activities and personalised support, among many other services. 

Of course, our inpatient and community services are also supported by the work we do in prevention. Recently, the 
McGowan government invested $10 million to develop and implement region-by-region plans to address Aboriginal 
suicide in Western Australia. This follows a boost of $32.3 million for the continuation of programs that formed 
part of the Suicide Prevention 2020 strategy. The region-by-region plans mean that communities will be heavily 
involved in how we address the issue in their region, because we know that they are the experts. We are also providing 
additional funding of $4.8 million to suicide prevention programs for all Western Australians. This will include 
a statewide service to support people and communities affected by a suicide death and an expansion of services 
that provide long-term support to children who have been affected by a suicide death. 
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